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CASE STUDY - Port Pirie Regional Council 
In 2006, Port Pirie Regional Council 
(PPRC) in South Australia set out to 
re-develop the foreshore area of Port 
Pirie.  This area had become somewhat 
neglected and was no longer being 
utilised by the community.  Their 
redevelopment plans included a new 
playground, ablution block, picnic 
tables, barbecues, pedestrian pathways 
and a local access road.

During the planning stage, the Council 
decided to consider using solar 
powered lighting as an alternative 
to mains powered lighting as a 
way of show casing Port Pirie as a 

green city.  An economic analysis of 
mains powered lighting versus solar 
powered lighting found that solar 
powered lighting was more economical 
to install when the extra costs of 
trenching, cabling and connection to 
the grid were taken into account.  An 
additional benefit was that the other 
infrastructure works could commence 
immediately without having to consider 
the location of trenching.  This decision 
turned out to be fortuitous as the plans 
had to be significantly  changed during 
the construction process to allow for 
the diversion of a nearby road.

Work commenced on installing 
curbing, hot mix and paving in early 
2007, all prior to the installation of 
lighting.  Once all of these activities 
were completed, it was a simple task 
to choose the appropriate location 
for each light, auger holes (removing 
paving where appropriate) and install 
the solar powered lights.

The Council is extremely happy with 
the performance and the aesthetics 
of the Green Thinking solar powered 
lighting system which has seen the 
installation of 20 Green Thinking solar 
powered lights.  Mr Grant McKenzie, 

Construction Supervisor at PPRC 
said: “The versatility and adaptability 
of the solar lights as well as the 
environmental benefits made them an 
ideal lighting choice for the project. 
With an adaptation we utilised the 
same lights along a jetty structure 
where they cope with the harsh marine 
conditions admirably”.
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CASE STUDY - Rural City of Murray Bridge 
The Rural City of Murray Bridge 
(RCMB) had received regular feedback 
from residents of Mypolonga about a 
dangerous unlit country intersection, in 
particular during the summer months 
when the number of holiday makers 
increased.

Despite a high voltage power line 

practically running directly over the 
top of the intersection, the Council 
was advised that the installation of 
mains powered street lighting was 
not feasible.  They investigated the 
possibility of using solar powered 
lighting and found that it was a 
practical, economic and responsible 
solution.

Green Thinking installed three solar 
powered street lights that operate all 
night long, all year round and provide 
lighting in accordance with Australian 
Standards AS/NZS 1158.3.1 for 
Category P4.

Mr Martin Waddington, Manager 
Infrastructure and Technical Services, 

RCMB said: “The opportunity to adopt 
solar powered street lighting at this 
location was too good to miss and 
we’re delighted with the result”. 


